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PAGE 01 COLOMB 00594 161130Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 OMB-01 DHA-02 /082 W 

16113 1Z 061878/15 

R 161055Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6732 
INFO AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 0594 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CE 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION CONDEMNS PROROGATION 
REF: COLOMBO 0581 

1 . LEADERS OF ALL OPPOSITION PARTIES IN THE ASSEMBLY MET 
FEB. 15 TO DISCUSS PROROGATION AND PREDICTABLY 
CONDEMNED IT. THEIR JOINT STATEMENT POINTED OUT THAT THE PM 
HAD ACTED TO EVADE THE NON-CONFIDENCE DEBATE SCHEDULED FOR 
FEB. 17. BUT THE FAR MORE SERIOUS PROBLEM, THE OPPOSITION 
LEADERS SAID. WAS THAT THE PM "HAS FREED HERSELF FROM THE 
DEMOCRATIC CONTROL OF THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE FOR 
A PERIOD OF FULLY 98 DAYS DURING A CRITICAL PERIOD. SHE 

WILL OF COURSE HAVE THE FURTHR LENGTHY PERIOD WITHOUT THE 
NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY BEGINNING WITH THE DISSOLUTION AND 
ENDING WITH THE GENERAL ELECTIONS. THE PRIME MINISTER HAS 
ALSO THUS FREED HERSELF FOR FURTHER UNDEMOCRATIC 
MANEUVERS AND FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
AND ILLEGAL ADVENTURES AIMED AT A DICTATORSHIP WHICH 
ARE FREELY TALKED ABOUT IN THE COUNTRY." THE STATEMENT 
THEN CALLED UPON THE PEOPLE TO "PREPARE ACTIVELY TO 
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PROTECT AND DEFEND THEIR DECOCRATIC RIGHTS AND THEIR 
SOVEREIGNTY." 

2. VO A BORADCAST FEBRUARY 16 AN ITEM ABOUT PM 
BANDARANAIKE IN WHICH SHE WAS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID 
THAT SHE PROROGUED THE ASSEMBLY TO DEPRIVE DISSIDENTS 
WITHIN HER PARTY OF THE OPPORTUNITY TO DRAMATICALLY EXPRESS 
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THEIR COMPLAINTS BY PUBLICY CROSSING THE AISLE. WE PRESUME THE 
ITEM WAS BASED ON WIRE SERVICE REPORTS. IF SHE DID MAKE SUCH 
A FRANK STATEMENT PUBLICLY, IT HAS NOT BEEN REPORTED IN THE 
LOCAL PRESS. 
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